
Call for Papers
Fashion and Gender

Clothes, worn directly on the body, influence the perception of one’s own body, do-
minate how other people perceive us and are an integral element in the formation 
of identities and life styles. Thus, gender identity is not expressed by clothes/fashion, 
but in performative execution, in the (everyday) action through and with clothes. This 
opens up a space of potential diversity in which identities are playfully expanded at 
least within certain limits, and in which gender is no longer determined by heteronor-
mative conceptions of female and male. On the other hand, however, fashion stan-
dardizes to a high degree and prevents precisely the individuality it seems to promise. 
Gender also plays an important role in the production of fashion, i.e. at all stages 
from design, to manufacturing and eventually marketing in all its facets (presentation, 
advertising, distribution and sales).
The underlying drive of fashion is that of modern capitalist societies: It consists in the 
ceaseless production, consumption, and rapid elimination of anything superfluous, be 
it things, life styles, or even human beings. Involved in this are the fashion system (as 
the sum of all institutions that produce and distribute fashion) as well as the consu-
mers.

This special issue will put a focus on the complex contexts of fashion and gender from 
different disciplinary perspectives. Possible questions are:
How are (re)presentation and construction of gender and gender relations (in all fa-
cets up to Queerness) connected through fashion (still) today? Are so-called sub-
cultures still playing a role in our differentiated society? What function does joy in 
self-fashioning – which is not an invention of the present – have for our life in today‘s 
world of constant change? And how are these topics dealt with in the media?



What is fashion today and how does it change in the face of the rapid development of new tech-
nologies on the one hand and the demand for sustainability (in the sense of responsible economic, 
political and ecological action) on the other hand? What are the gender-related consequences at 
various levels – regarding consumption as well as production and specific manufacturing condi-
tions (keyword “low-wage countries”)? If fashion, as Werner Sombart wrote in 1902, is “capi-
talism’s favorite child”, in how far are we responsible for our daily fashion consumption? What 
does “sustainable fashion” mean at all and what does sustainability have to do with (supposed) 
“naturalness” – also and precisely of gender? Is the vestimentary practice of slow fashion, which 
does not submit to the pressure of constant new trends and ever-increasing consumption, maybe 
even the opposite of fashion? What does all this have to do with gender, e.g. regarding gendered 
clothing for children or the trend towards so-called “unisex fashion”?

What roles do the rapid development of new fabrics and the use of new techniques and materials 
that manifest themselves in functional, “intelligent” clothing or in extravagant designs from 3D 
printers play in this context? Does this development result from the necessity of fashion to always 
produce something new, whatever it might be? Is this development compatible with sustainability, 
or is it contrary to sustainability? In how far does this relate to gender, e.g. as (supposed) consu-
mers or producers?

Procedure and timetable

Please submit a one- to two-page abstract by 31 May 2017. Non-German speakers are welcome 
to submit their articles in English. The Editorial Department works with the online editing system 
OJS. We would therefore like to ask you to register as an author of the journal GENDER at www. 
budrich-journals.de/index.php/gender and to submit and upload your abstract there. A guideline 
for the use of OJS is available at www.gender-zeitschrift.de/index.php?id=manuskripte.
Once your abstract has been assessed and judged suitable for this issue, you will receive an in-
vitation to submit. Notifications of acceptance will be sent by 12 June 2017. The deadline for 
submission of the final manuscript is 30 October 2017. Manuscripts must not exceed 50,000 
characters (including space characters). All submissions will be reviewed in our double-blind peer 
review process based on which the final selection of contributions to be published will be made. 
The editors may give instructions to revise the contribution, which is the rule rather than the excep-
tion. In case of a high number of positively peer-reviewed contributions, the Editorial Department 
reserves the right to make a final selection of articles and to publish some contributions in a later 
issue.

GENDER. Journal for Gender, Culture and Society

GENDER. Journal for Gender, Culture and Society was founded in 2009 as a journal on women and 
gender studies. It provides a forum for academic debate and discourse between academics and 
practitioners. 



The journal covers a broad range of social and cultural topics, addressing both socio-political issues 
on equality and justice as well as issues regarding the staging and cultural interpretation of gender. 
The journal aims to cover a wide range of topics and academic disciplines in which women, men 
and gender issues are reflected. Given the journal’s multi-disciplinary setting, we welcome analy-
ses from, for instance, sociology, educational science, political science, cultural science and history 
which correspond to the interdisciplinary nature of gender studies. Analyses of local, regional and 
global influences on gender relations are also of interest.
GENDER. Journal for Gender, Culture and Society is published in three issues a year and some 480 
pages per annum. Contributions to the special issues and to the free section are double-blind peer 
reviewed.
Contributions to the free section are always welcome, irrespective of the focus of the special issue.

Do you have any questions?

For further information please contact the editorial team of the special issue “Fashion and Gen-
der”: Prof. Dr. Gertrud Lehnert (Guest Editor, Potsdam; glehnert@uni-potsdam.de), Miriam von 
Maydell, (Guest Editor, Leverkusen; miriam.maydell@budrich.de); Jenny Bünnig (Editor, Essen; jen-
ny.buennig@uni-due.de) or the editorial team (redaktion@gender-zeitschrift.de).
A style sheet for authors is available at www.gender-zeitschrift.de/en/manuskripte/

We look forward to receiving your contribution.


